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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of the Claims 

CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) In a video decoder system for receiving program guide 
information from a first source, a method for forming a composite program guide 
for program content available from a plurality of sources, comprising the steps of: 

a) retrieving access data from memory; 

b) initiating communication automatically between said decoder and 
a second source external to said video decoder using said access data; said 
communication being initiated by said decoder independently of a user command 
associated with a program or service selection , wherein 

said second source is a peripheral device coupled to said video 

decoder : 

said second source stores programming content and program 
information related to said program content available from said peripheral device 

c) retrieving said program gu i d e information from said second 

source; and 

d) incorporating said program gu i d e information provided by said 
first and second sources into a program guide for display. 

Claims 2-3 (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein, in step (b) 
said communication is initiated in response to at least one of: a) 
power-up of said decoder, and b) power-up of an attach e d said peripheral device. 
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5. (original) A method according to claim 1 further including the step of 

detecting a change in number or type of peripheral devices 
connected to said decoder. 

Claims 6-7 cancelled 

8. (currently amended) A method according to claim 5 wherein 

said change is detected in response to configuration data identifying 
a said_peripheral device attached to said decoder and provided from one of: a) 
Us e r data e ntry, and b) oa i d received program guide information. 

9. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein 

said step of initiating communication is performed in response to 
pre-stored configuration data identifying a said peripheral device attached to said 
decoder. 

10. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein 

said first source is one of a) a satellite broadcast source, b) a 
terrestrial broadcast source, and c) a cable broadcast source, and 

said second source is one of a) a storage source, b) a digital 
versatile disc (DVD) playe r an I ntornot source , and c) a server, a comput e r 
n e twork sourc e , and d) a sourc e accoss i b le v i a t e l e phon e l i n o s. 
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11. (currently amended) In a video decoder system for receiving program 
guide information from a first source, a method for forming a program guide for 
program content available from a plurality of sources, comprising the steps of: 

a) r e tr ie ving acc e ss data from m e mory; 

b) a} automatically identifying a peripheral device attached to said 
decoder, said identification being initiated by said decoder independently of a 
user command associated with a program or service selection; 

g) b) initiating communication between said decoder and said 
peripheral device attached to said decode r, wherein said peripheral device stores 
programming content and program information related to said program content 
available from said peripheral device us i ng a communicat i on protoco l doterm i nod 
from said acc e ss data ; 

c) retrieving said program gu i d e information from stored in said 
peripheral device; and 

e) d) incorporating said program gu i d e information provided by said 
first source and peripheral device into a program guide for display. 

12. (currently amended) A method according to claim 11 wherein, in step 

said peripheral device is identified from configuration information derived 
from one of: a) pre-stored data in internal memory of said decoder, b) data 
entered by a User, and c) said program guide information received from said first 
source. 

13. (original) A method according to claim 1 1 further including the step of 

polling via a decoder communication link to determine whether said 
peripheral device is attached to said decoder link. 

14. (original) A method according to claim 1 1 further including the step of 

identifying a change in number or type of peripheral devices 
connected to said decoder. 
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15. (original) A method according to claim 14 wherein in step (c) 

said communication is initiated in response to said change. 

16. (original) A method according to claim 1 1 wherein 

said peripheral device is one of a) a storage device, b) a DVD player and 
c) a server, b) a d e v i c e acc e ss e d v i a th e I nt e rn e t, c) a sat e l li t e , t e rr e str i al or cabl e 
broadcast i ng d e v i c e , d) a d e v i ce acc e ssib l e v i a a comput e r n e twork and e ) a 
d e v i c e aooessib l o via tolophon e li n e s. 

17. (currently amended) In a video decoder system for receiving program 
guide information from a first source, a method for forming a program guide for 
program content available from a plurality of sources, comprising the steps of: 

a) r e tr ie ving acc e ss data from m e mory, wh e r e in sa i d acc e ss data 
compr i s e s r e qu e st acc e ss data; 

b) a) automatically initiating communication between said decoder 
and a peripheral device attached to said decoder in response to at least one of 
the following conditions: i) power-up of said decoder, ii) power-up of said attached 
peripheral device, iii) repetitive pre-programmed command from a decoder 
processor, iv) change in number of attached peripheral devices, and v) change in 
type of attached peripheral devices; 

g) b) retrieving program guid e information from said peripheral 
device , wherein said peripheral device stores programming content and program 
information related to said program content available from said peripheral device : 
and 

d) ci incorporating said program guide information provided by said 
first source and peripheral device into a program guide for display, wherein said 
first source is accessed via the Internet using said r e qu e st access data. 

18. (previously presented) A method according to claim 17 wherein said 
r e qu e st access data comprises a uniform resource locator. 

Claims 19-20 cancelled 

21 . (new) The method of Claim 1 comprising an additional step of: 

e) requesting said stored programming content from said peripheral 
device in response to selecting an entry that corresponds to said programming 
content displayed in said program guide. 
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22. (new) The method of Claim 21, comprising an additional step of: 

f) decoding said programming content that is received from said peripheral 
device that was requested in step e. 

23. (new) The method of Claim 1 1 comprising an additional step of: 

e) requesting said stored programming content from said peripheral 
device in response to selecting an entry that corresponds to said programming 
content displayed in said program guide. 

24. (new) The method of Claim 23, comprising an additional step of: 

f) decoding said programming content that is received from said peripheral 
device that was requested in step e. 

25. (new) The method of Claim 17 comprising an additional step of: 

d) requesting said stored programming content from said peripheral 
device in response to selecting an entry that corresponds to said programming 
content displayed in said program guide. 

26. (new) The method of Claim 25, comprising an additional step of: 

e) decoding said programming content that is received from said 
peripheral device that was requested in step e. 



